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1. Overall Description:

3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (TSG-SA) would like to thank IEEE 802.11 for their Liaison Statement (SP-170347) requesting status and information on WLAN integration in 3GPP NextGen system. In response, TSG-SA would like to provide the following for information.

[IEEE] Please provide some insight into 3GPP SA TSG’s plans and time table for work regarding WLAN integration within the 3GPP core network of the NextGen System.
[SA] As part of 3GPP’s 5G efforts, 3GPP TSG SA WG2 (SA2) in Release 14 has finalized the Study on Architecture for Next Generation System documented in 3GPP TR 23.799. 3GPP TSG SA WG3 (SA3) has also finalized the Study on the Security Aspects of the Next Generation System documented in 3GPP TR 33.899. Following these, normative specifications are being developed within 3GPP Release 15, in particular: 

· SA2: 3GPP TS 23.501 System Architecture for the 5G System (Stage 2), aimed for completion by September 2017 (this specification is the companion to 3GPP TS 23.502)

· SA2: 3GPP TS 23.502 Procedures for the 5G System (Stage 2), aimed for completion by December 2017 (this specification is the companion to 3GPP TS 23.501)

· SA3: 3GPP TS 33.501 Security Architecture and Procedure for the 5G System, aimed for completion by March 2018.

The 5G System Architecture (Stage 2) articulates, in particular, around a common interface between the access network and the core network that integrates both 3GPP and non-3GPP access types.  As part of this work, the 5G core network may connect to the non-3GPP RAT (e.g. WLAN access) via N3IWF function as defined in 3GPP TS 23.501 clause 6.2.9. Release 15 covers only untrusted non-3GPP access. Trusted non-3GPP access is expected to be covered in Release 16.

3GPP TSG SA has also approved a new Release 16 study item on the topic of on Access Traffic Steering, Switch and Splitting support in the 5G system architecture (SP-170411). The aim of this study is to investigate requirements, architecture impacts and procedures when the 5G UE is simultaneously connected to the core network over multiple accesses including non-3GPP access (eg. WLAN). This study is expected to be completed by June 2018 and it will be done in two phases, for both untrusted access first and then for trusted access.

[IEEE]  Please provide the 3GPP SA TSG’s opinion on the suitability and relative importance of technical discussion topics listed above.  

[SA] 3GPP TSG SA will take this information into account and will provide feedback once these issues have been discussed in relevant working groups.

 Provide suggestions of additional technical topics that 3GPP SA TSG believes should be included in the technical discussions.  

[SA] 3GPP TSG SA has not yet identified any additional topics. 3GPP TSG SA will provide guidance once it identifies additional technical topics.

2. Actions:

To IEEE 802.11: 3GPP TSG SA kindly asks IEEE 802.11 to take the above information into account. 

3. Dates of Next SA Meetings:

SA#77 
13 – 15 September 2017 
Sapporo, Japan.

SA#78
20 – 22 December 2017

Lisbon, Portugal
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1. Overall Description:



3GPP Technical Specification Group Service and System Aspects (TSG-SA) would like to thank IEEE 802.11 for their Liaison Statement (SP-170347) requesting status and information on WLAN integration in 3GPP NextGen system. In response, TSG-SA would like to provide the following for information.


[IEEE] Please provide some insight into 3GPP SA TSG’s plans and time table for work regarding WLAN integration within the 3GPP core network of the NextGen System.


[SA] As part of 3GPP’s 5G efforts, 3GPP TSG SA WG2 (SA2) in Release 14 has finalized the Study on Architecture for Next Generation System documented in 3GPP TR 23.799. 3GPP TSG SA WG3 (SA3) has also finalized the Study on the Security Aspects of the Next Generation System documented in 3GPP TR 33.899. Following these, normative specifications are being developed within 3GPP Release 15, in particular: 


· SA2: 3GPP TS 23.501 System Architecture for the 5G System (Stage 2), aimed for completion by September 2017 (this specification is the companion to 3GPP TS 23.502)


· SA2: 3GPP TS 23.502 Procedures for the 5G System (Stage 2), aimed for completion by December 2017 (this specification is the companion to 3GPP TS 23.501)


· SA3: 3GPP TS 33.501 Security Architecture and Procedure for the 5G System, aimed for completion by March 2018.



The 5G System Architecture (Stage 2) articulates, in particular, around a common interface between the access network and the core network that integrates both 3GPP and non-3GPP access types.  As part of this work, the 5G core network may connect to the non-3GPP RAT (e.g. WLAN access) via N3IWF function as defined in 3GPP TS 23.501 clause 6.2.9. Release 15 covers only untrusted non-3GPP access. Trusted non-3GPP access is expected to be covered in Release 16.



3GPP TSG SA has also approved a new Release 16 study item on the topic of on Access Traffic Steering, Switch and Splitting support in the 5G system architecture (SP-170411). The aim of this study is to investigate requirements, architecture impacts and procedures when the 5G UE is simultaneously connected to the core network over multiple accesses including non-3GPP access (eg. WLAN). This study is expected to be completed by June 2018 and it will be done in two phases, for both untrusted access first and then for trusted access.


[IEEE]  Please provide the 3GPP SA TSG’s opinion on the suitability and relative importance of technical discussion topics listed above.  


[SA] 3GPP TSG SA will take this information into account and will provide feedback once these issues have been discussed in relevant working groups.



 Provide suggestions of additional technical topics that 3GPP SA TSG believes should be included in the technical discussions.  



[SA] 3GPP TSG SA has not yet identified any additional topics. 3GPP TSG SA will provide guidance once it identifies additional technical topics.



2. Actions:


To IEEE 802.11: 3GPP TSG SA kindly asks IEEE 802.11 to take the above information into account. 


3. Dates of Next SA Meetings:
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13 – 15 September 2017 
Sapporo, Japan.
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