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Dear <Name of appropriate person in SC6 Secretariat>

The IEEE 802.11 Working Group would like to thank ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 for passing on the comments from the China National Body contained in SC6 document N14251 in relation to the IEEE 802.11 Working Group’s liaisons contained in SC6 documents N14234-14237. We would also like to thank the China National Body for its comments. This liaison letter contains information that may help resolve some of the China National Body’s comments and concerns.

Item 1 in N14251 correctly notes that the IEEE 802.11 Working Group wants to establish strong ties with ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6. This liaison letter is an example of the ongoing communication between the two organizations that will help maintain those strong ties.
Item 2 in N14251 notes that the deadlines for comments by SC6 National Bodies on the four Sponsor Ballot drafts liaised in SC6 documents N14234-14237 were too short. This is a problem that arises from the use of differing standard development timescales and methodologies by the two organizations. We would like to suggest a mechanism to overcome this problem.

The IEEE 802.11 Working Group proposes that no deadline be imposed on comments from SC6 National Bodies on Sponsor Ballot drafts, reflecting the value that we place on any such comments. The IEEE 802.11 Working Group will process any comments received from SC6 National Bodies at the time they are received in relation to the current draft, regardless of any deadlines. If the comments are received after the relevant standard has been ratified then the comments will be processed as part of our normal revision process.
We intend to update SC6 of our planned standards development schedule on a regular basis to allow SC6 National Bodies to plan future comment activites. The current schedule for IEEE 802.11 Working Group activities related to various amendments and the upcoming revsion is available at http://www.ieee802.org/11/Reports/802.11_Timelines.htm. 
Item 3 in N14251 notes that the China National Body was unable to review the Sponsor Ballot drafts because it did not have access to earlier ratified standards and amendments. We apologize for neglecting to notify the SC6 National Bodies how to access IEEE 802.11 standards and amendments. All necessary standards and amendments may always be purchased using IEEE Xplore at http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/xpl/standards.jsp. The same documents are available for no charge six months after publication through the IEEE Get802 program at http://standards.ieee.org/getieee802/. 

Item 4 in N14251 notes there are a number of outstanding issues in relation to the cooperation process between IEEE and ISO/IEC JTC1/SC and suggests that the IEEE 802.11 Working Group not submit any standards for adoption by ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 until these issues have been resolved. Previously, we indicated that the IEEE 802.11 Working Group was planning to submit IEEE 802.11-2011 using the PSDO process. This standard will not be ready for submission to ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6 until late 2011. We hope that any outstanding process issues can be resolved well before that time.
Item 5 & 6 in N14251 makes a variety of comments that flow from the IEEE’s copyright of the IEEE 802.11 standard. The IEEE 802.11 Working Group agrees that the issues raised need to be resolved to the satisfaction of both the IEEE and ISO/IEC. We understand that IEEE staff and ISO/IEC staff are currently working to resolve the copyright and related issues. We hope any remaining issues can be resolved soon to remove any barrier to future cooperation between IEEE 802.11 Working Group and ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6.
Yours sincerely,

Bruce Kraemer
Chairman of IEEE 802.11 Working Group

Andrew Myles
IEEE 802 Liaison to ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6



Abstract


This document contains a proposed liaison from IEEE 802.11 to ISO/IEC JTC1 SC6 and its National Body members. 





The proposed motion to approve the letter is as follows:





The IEEE 802.11 WG approves the letter contained in 11-10-0677r0 be liaised to ISO/IEC JTC1/SC6. This letter provides a response to the comments made by the China National Body in ISO/IEC JTC 1/SC6 N 14123, which is embedded in 11/10-0524. The IEEE 802.11 WG Chairman is authorised to make any necessary editorial changes.
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