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doc.: IEEE 802.11-07/0195r0

From: 
Stuart J.Kerry, Chair IEEE 802.11 Working Group


Vivek Gupta, Chair IEEE 802.21 Working Group

To:  

Title: Request for operator feedback on (identification of) information for an IEEE 802.11u assistive roaming information database.

Purpose: To solicit feedback on the assistive roaming database concept under consideration within IEEE 802.21 and IEEE 802.11u. 

Dear ,

During the discussions within IEEE 802.21 (Media Independent Handover Services) and  IEEE 802.11u Task Group (InterWorking with External Networks), these services would include use of a database with information on other networks. The objective is to provide information to IEEE 802.11 users concerning networks in the area, including external networks. The intent is to ensure that the users have information to best select networks and to simplify handover to other networks (including external networks). Note that the selection of networks to handover to is beyond the scope of the IEEE 802.21 and IEEE 802.11 work.

While a multimode terminal could scan for other networks while connected to a network, the use of Media Independent Handover service and InterWorking with External Networks is aimed at simplifying the discovery of other networks and the acquisition of information to speed handover and interworking. We expect that this will provide several benefits, including speedier discovery, handover and interworking, ability to quickly select the best network, and the conservation of battery power. 

More specifically, we wish to ask the operators of external networks for their views on information (on their networks) that is appropriate to assist terminals connected to other networks that may wish to connect to their network. Your comments on the information items, including their status (essential, optional and helpful,…). Further, should there be information that should not be placed in such an information database, we would very much appreciate comment on that, as well.

To assist in your response, a table of possible information is attached. Please add to it and modify it in your best judgement, so that we may better define the information service database. 

To ensure the reaching the greatest number of operators, we are sending this liaison request to the [[insert organization name]].

We look forward to discussion on this issue, and would like invite you to send feedback in advance of our 16-20 September 2007 meeting.

For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, IEEE 802.11u Task Group chair and Vivek Gupta, IEEE 802.21 Working Group chair, with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry



Vivek Gupta

Contact information: 

Stuart J Kerry



Vivek Gupta

stuart.kerry@philips.com  

+1 408 474 7356

Stephen McCann

stephen.mccann@roke.co.uk
+44 1794 833341
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19 July 2007

List of Possible Information for Assistive Roaming Database

Network

Network name


MCC, MNC

Roaming partners

Services

Cost:  currency, unit, value

Subscription only or other (define)

Network type
Cell ID, SSID

BSSID

Security

EAP type

Channel (frequency band)


QoS 

Physical layer


Data rate

Note: The entries are general, and may or may not apply to particular technologies or wireless services. They are provided as a starting point.
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