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From: 
Stuart J. Kerry (stuart@ok-brit.com), Chair, IEEE 802.11 Working Group

To: Andrew Myles (andrew.myles@cisco.com), Chair, WFA
Cc: Frank Hanzlik (fhanzlik@wi-fi.org), Managing Director, WFA

Title: IEEE 802.11u update to WFA and invitation for 802.11u baseline draft review
Dear Andrew,

As mentioned in our earlier liaison letter to WFA (Wi-Fi Alliance), the IEEE 802.11u (Interworking with External Networks) Task Group is working on the changes needed to the IEEE 802.11 specification to support interworking with external networks.

This letter would like to inform you that the IEEE 802.11u has not received any comments from WFA regarding the interworking with external networks issue. However, we understand that WFA has lately formed the Wireless Mobility Convergence (WMC) task group.  It seems we have a great opportunity for collaboration between IEEE 802.11u and WFA WMC on many issues, including network selection, Emergency Call Support and handover etc. Indeed our goal is to allow the whole interworking/convergence community to harness the advantages of modifications we are making to the IEEE 802.11 WLAN standard.
Following our earlier liaison statement, we thought we would bring you up to date with the recent developments within IEEE 802.11u.  IEEE 802.11u has produced a baseline draft document, addressing range of interworking issues.  We believe that this IEEE 802.11u draft may have a direct impact on the interworking of IEEE 802.11 technology with WFA WMC work.

IEEE 802.11u invites participation from WFA WMC in its review, which is anticipated to begin at the next IEEE 802.11 meeting.  Any comments provided by WFA WMC would receive serious consideration.  Although it is unfortunately not possible to share this document with you at the moment, due to IEEE 802.11 procedures, we strongly feel that we should organize a joint meeting of some form (teleconference, or face to face) to discuss in more detail the work of this group.
We look forward to additional discussions, and invite you to send feedback for the IEEE 802.11u review and possibly attend future IEEE 802.11 face-to-face meetings to discuss the working draft, if so desired.  The next two IEEE 802.11 meetings are January 14th -19th  2007, London, UK, and March 11th – 16th  2007, Orlando, Florida, USA.

For your reference, ANSI/IEEE Std. 802.11-1999, as amended by IEEE Std. 802.11a, IEEE Std. 802.11b, IEEE Std. 802.11b-COR1, IEEE Std. 802.11d, IEEE Std. 802.11g-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11h-2003, IEEE Std. 802.11i-2004, IEEE Std. 802.11j-2004 is the current version of the IEEE 802.11 Standard.

Please contact Stuart J. Kerry, IEEE 802.11 Working Group chair, together with Stephen McCann, the IEEE 802.11u chair with any questions.

Best Regards,

Stuart J. Kerry

Contact information: 

Stuart J. Kerry

(stuart@ok-brit.com) +1 408 474 7356

Stephen McCann

stephen.mccann@roke.co.uk

+44 1794 833341

Notice: This document has been prepared to assist IEEE 802.11. It is offered as a basis for discussion and is not binding on the contributing individual(s) or organization(s).  The material in this document is subject to change in form and content after further study. The contributor(s) reserve(s) the right to add, amend or withdraw material contained herein.
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Abstract


Liaison letter to WFA WMC (Wi-Fi Alliance Wireless Mobility Convergence) from IEEE 802.11 on the status of  IEEE 802.11u.





IEEE 802.11u (Interworking with External Networks) Task Group has produced a baseline draft document and IEEE 802.11 invites WFA WMC to participate in the review the draft which may have a direct impact on the interworking of IEEE 802.11 technology with WFA work.
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