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Interpretation Number: 1-09/06 (Unknown values in information elements)

Topic: requirements for operation of an implementation when encountering unknown values in an information element
Classification: Unambiguous

Interpretation Request

The current description of Information elements in 7.3.2 is vague about the processing of unknown element-specific information fields, in contrast with the processing of unknown information element fields: 

A STA that encounters an unknown or reserved element ID value in a management frame received without error shall ignore that element and shall parse any remaining management frame body for additional information elements with recognizable element ID values.

An example would be an 802.11j conformant STA that receives a Country Information Element for Japan with a Regulatory Class value of 21, which was reserved at the time of 802.11j approval, but has subsequently become specified.

PROPOSAL

Change the current text to include the processing of unknown element-specific information fields: 

A STA that encounters an unknown or reserved element ID value [or unknown element-specific information field]  in a management frame received without error shall ignore that element [or unknown element-specific information field,] and shall parse any remaining management frame body for additional information elements with recognizable element ID values.

Interpretation Response

The standard is silent on this matter, in general.  It does not specify any particular action to be taken by a compliant implementation in the situation described by the requester.  There are specific requirements for some fields in some information elements, but not all.
This issue will be forwarded to the 802.11 Working Group for consideration in a future revision of the standard.
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Abstract


Response to the interpretation request on the requirements of an implementation when encountering unknown values in fields of known information elements.
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