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Abstract

This document contains proposed text to address comments in document 04/1451 for a proposed PAR for forming a Wireless Network Management (WNM) Task Group within the IEEE 802.11 Working Group.
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Abstract

This document contains a proposed PAR for forming a Wireless Network Management (WNM) Task Group within the IEEE 802.11 Working Group.
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3. TYPE OF DOCUMENT: Standard
4. TITLE OF DOCUMENT: Amendment to Standard [for] Information Technology – Telecommunications and information exchange between systems  – Local and Metropolitan networks  – specific requirements  – Part II: Wireless LAN Medium Access Control (MAC) and Physical Layer (PHY) specifications:  IEEE 802.11 Wireless Network Management

5. LIFE CYCLE: Full-Use

6. TYPE OF PROJECT: Amendment IEEE 802.11
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Telephone: 408 474 7356 

FAX: 408 474 5343 

E-mail: stuart@ok-brit.com
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Sponsor: C/LM 

Name of Sponsor Chair: Paul Nikolich  
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11. TYPE OF SPONSOR BALLOT: Individual
Expected Date of Submission for Initial Sponsor Ballot: 2006-07-01
12. PROJECTED COMPLETION DATE FOR SUBMITTAL TO REVCOM: 2007-07-01

13. SCOPE: This amendment provides Wireless Network Management enhancements to the 802.11 MAC and PHY, to extend the management of
 802.11 devices in wireless networks.

Completion of this document contingent? No
14. PURPOSE: The purpose of this document is to amend the IEEE 802.11 PHY/MAC layers to enable management of mobile stations attached to an AP
 
(e.g., monitoring, configuring, and updating) through a layer 2 mechanism.  The management of the mobile station takes two forms; management of the station’s context within the AP and management of the mobile station itself through the AP.
 The proposed task group will also create an AP MIB to allow the management of those two forms (e.g., support for multiple SSIDs, statistics from the station’s perspective). While the 802.11k task group is defining messages to retrieve information from the station, the ability to configure the station is not in its scope.
  
14a Reason: The current IEEE 802.11 specification implies that stations may be managed via SNMP. The use of SNMP introduces the following problems:

1. Very few stations in the market include SNMP capabilities

2. The use of secure SNMP protocol (e.g. SNMPv3) requires significant pre-

configuration of the station

3. Management of a station may be required prior to the establishment of a 
link connection
.  There are cases where a device must be managed because it cannot get connectivity.

Therefore a standardized approach to manage stations is required.

802.11 APs have significantly increased in complexity and features, which cannot be controlled via the current MIB. This task group will also ensure that the AP MIB provides the ability to manage a mobile station’s context. The task group needs to expand on the existing MIB (or create a MIB) to support these new devices.
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19. ADDITIONAL NOTES: 
�WNM has no direct relationships with measurements. Measurements are not excluded, but it is not it’s primary concern.


�Removed the text because it’s unnecessary and it’s redundant.


�The feeling was that the old text didn’t specify what the station was attached to, so it needs to be specific that the mobile station is connected to an AP.


�Without this text, it is not clear whether we are managing the mobile’s context on the AP, or the actual mobile device.


�There is a feeling that this sentence does not really add value, it only creates confusion. What does “configure the station” mean?


�There is a feeling that this sentence does not really add value, it only creates confusion. What does “configure the station” mean?


�Be more specific. 


�Nothing here had anything to do with 802.11k
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