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Abstract

This document provides some suggested text for the the Wireless Network Management Study Group (WNM) Project Authorization Request (PAR).

12. Scope of Proposed Project

Scope of WNM Project

This project will develop amendments to IEEE 802.11 PHY/MAC standards to provide a meta-language for interoperable control of devices participating in a managed wireless network.  The scope encompasses APs and STAs,  distributed or centralized management architectures, and is compatible with automatic, script-based,  or manual control system behaviors.  The primitives constituting the control set will support required functions across the air interface or through other stack layers.

13. Purpose of Proposed Project

Purpose of the WNM Project

The expanding popularity of IEEE 802.11 devices has increased the need for an enhanced level of network organization to minimize/avoid interference, maximize radio resource exploitation, and support contiguous coverage of areas larger than those originally envisioned for WLANs.  Such challenges require more system-based interworking between APs and stations, a capability poorly supported by earlier MIB-based approaches.  Moreover, as larger, higher-performance networks evolve they will undoubtedly be composed of equipment of more diverse manufacture.  The existence and  specificity of the proposed standard will improve interoperability and uniformity of equipment behavior so that such networks can be supported while retaining the architectural and operational flexibility inherent in earlier networking solutions based upon the 802.11 standards foundation.
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