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Abstract

This paper proposes normative text to address TGm issue ID #12 requesting clarification that the ‘broadcast SSID’ is more accurately a ‘wildcard SSID’.
The ‘broadcast SSID’ is defined in clause 7.3.2.1 along with the SSID element. It is defined as an SSID element with a zero length information field. Clauses 10.3.2.1.2, 11.1.3 and 11.1.3.2.1 describe the use of this ‘broadcast SSID’ to mean a ‘any SSID’ for the purposes of scanning.
The changes proposed in this submission rename the broadcast SSID to a wildcard SSID and clarify the use in the scan protocol.

Normative Text

7.3.2.1 SSID element

Change the final paragraph of 7.3.2.1 as follows:

The length of the SSID information field is between 0 and 32 octets. A 0 length information field is used within Probe Request management frames to indicates the broadcast wildcard SSID.

10.3.2.1 MLME-SCAN.request
10.3.2.1.2 Semantics of the service primitive
Change the SSID row in the table of parameters as follows::

	
	
	
	

	Name
	Type
	Valid Range
	Description

	SSID
	Octet string
	0–32 octets
	Specifies the desired SSID or the broadcast wildcard SSID.


11.1.3 Aquiring synchronization, scanning
Change the fourth paragraph of 11.1.3 as follows:

Upon receipt of an MLME-SCAN.request with the broadcast SSID parameter set to the wildcard SSID, the STA shall passively scan for any Beacon frames, or actively transmit Probe frames containing the broadcast wildcard SSID, as appropriate depending upon the value of ScanMode. Upon completion of scanning, an MLME-SCAN.confirm is issued by the MLME indicating all of the BSS information received.

11.1.3.2.1 Sending a probe response
Change the first paragraph of 11.1.3.2.1 as follows:
STAs, subject to criteria below, receiving Probe Request frames shall respond with a probe response only if the SSID in the probe request is the broadcast wildcard SSID or matches the specific SSID of the STA. Probe Response frames shall be sent as directed frames to the address of the STA that generated the probe request. The probe response shall be sent using normal frame transmission rules. An AP shall respond to all probe requests meeting the above criteria. In an IBSS, the STA that generated the last beacon shall be the STA that responds to a probe request.
Submission
page 2
Black, InTalk2k

