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Abstract

This document contains the meeting minutes from the WPP Study Group Telecon on Thursday, 26 February 2004.

Recorded attendees (more attended, but names not recorded):

Charles Wright / Azimuth (Chair, WPP SG)

Dave Michelson/ University of British Columbia (Recording Secretary)

Fanny Mlinarsky / Azimuth

Bob Mandeville / Iometrix

Chris Hinsz / Symbol

Paul Canaan / Intel

Scott Blue / Electric Wireless

Larry Green / CMC

Mike Foegelle / ETS Lindgren

Mark Kobayashi / Broadcom

Mike Wilhoyte / TI

DJ Shyy / MITRE

Mike Hart/ Quantum Change

Fahd Pirzada/ Dell

Agenda:
* Results of email reflector poll

* Discussion of slide 7 from 11-04/187 (now slide 4 of 11-04/213)

Proceedings:

Call started at 8 AM PST.

All attendees were requested to send e-mail to Charles indicating presence at the call for roll-call purposes.  

Dave Michelson was appointed recording secretary for this session.

The group discussed the agenda, but recommended no additions/changes.  They approved the minutes of the last teleconference. 

Charles reported upon the results of a poll regarding the number of attendees who subscribed to the IEEE 802.11 and EMC reflector.  Charles stated that all communications for WPP will have to shift to the 802.11 reflector.
Document server:  Access to the document server is also open to all.  Sign up for an account on the web site: http://www.802wirelessworld.com.  Once you’re in, click on “802.11 WLAN WG” on the left.  In the center window, choose to become a new member.  Once you join the group, click again on “802.11 WLAN WG”.  An additional subitem called “Documents” will be revealed.  Click on that, and you’ve reached the document server.

Charles noted that the WPP Study Group will form the basis for a WPP Task Group that will likely produce a final result in two years.  A major goal of the SG is to determine the scope of the TG, formulate the PAR (Project Autorization Request) and 5 criteria, and submit them for approval by the Executive Committee.  There was a general consensus that defining the desired outcome of the WPP Task Group will take some effort.

Charles reintroduced Slide 4 of 11-04/213 which summarizes his thoughts regarding the possible scope of the WPP effort.

A general discussion of the possible goals and desired outcomes of the WPP TG ensued.  It was suggested that a multi-stage method developed by 3GPP2 and documented by the CDMA Developer’s Group and TIA might be applicable to the WLAN environment.  Dave Michelson briefly reported upon a WPP method that his research group at UBC is developing in which they distinguish between link level effects (pathloss and propagation impairments), cell level effects (contention and MAC overhead), and network level effects (interference due to frequency reuse and/or other devices).

Some expressed concern that it would be necessary to carefully distinguish between field measurements and lab-based measurements.  Michelson noted that UBC’s approach relies on lab-based measurement of equipment characteristics and field-based measurements of the propagation environment insofar as it affects coverage, interference, and link quality.  Mike Foegelle and others suggested that it would be desirable to carefully define the meaning of “controlled environment,” whether it be implemented using cables, anechoic chambers, or GTEMs.  

As Charles summarized the discussion, several new ideas were suggested.  Fahd Pirzada suggested that device classes be carefully accounted for in any testing and characterization scheme.  For example, battery capacity and antenna performance are characteristic of certain types of devices.  A poll of the group revealed apparent unanimous agreement on this point.

Charles concluded the call by inviting presentations concerning the best ways to organize and discuss wireless performance parameters to be discussed during the next two conference calls. 

Call ended at 9 AM PST.

Next Conference Call:

Thursday, March 4th, 8.00 AM PST / 11.00 AM EST.
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