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Abstract

This document contains the meeting minutes from the WPP Study Group Telecon on February 19, 2004.

Recorded attendees (more attended, but names not recorded):

Charles Wright / Azimuth (Chair, WPP SG)

Fanny Mlinarsky / Azimuth

Bob Mandeville / Iometrix

Chris Hinsz / Symbol

Shravan Saravanan / UNH-IOL

Kevin Karcz / UNH-IOL

Steve Berger / TEM Consulting

Rick Denker / VeriWave

Tom Alexander / VeriWave

CC Tsien / Intel

Paul Canaan / Intel

Scott Blue / Electric Wireless

Don Berry / Microsoft

Larry Green / CMC

Mike Foegelle / ETS Lindgren

Khaled Amer / AmerNet

Areg Alimian / Azimuth

Roger Durand / Propagate Networks

Mark Kobayashi / Broadcom

Mike Wilhoyte / TI

DJ Shyy / MITRE

Proceedings:

Call started at 8 AM PST.

All attendees were requested to send e-mail to Charles indicating presence at the call for roll-call purposes. Charles noted that a presentation and starting PAR/5criteria materials were sent out to reflector prior to telecon.

Tom Alexander was appointed recording secretary for this session.

Discussed the agenda; no additions/changes. Charles provided a brief summary of proceedings at Vancouver meeting.

Question: what is a PAR and 5 Criteria? Charles explained what it was in relation to 802 standards projects. Steven further explained that the PAR goes forward to the executive, the 5 Criteria are within 802. Tom added that the PAR was sent to SA bodies such as ExCom and NesCom, the 5 Criteria is an 802-specific document.

Charles described chair election at Vancouver meeting. E-mail reflector operation was explained; the details have been provided in the presentation. Charles stated that all communications for WPP will have to shift to the 802.11 reflector. Joining the 802.11 reflector requires attendance at one 802.11 meeting. WPP is an 802.11 SG and must run under 802.11 rules.

Charles’ summary of the rules:

The 802.11 rules for membership are that anyone can join by coming to just one meeting.  Joining gets you on the reflector.  With enough attendance at meetings, you will have voting privileges.  All the work in the eventual Task Group is approved by voting, and only voting members are permitted to vote.  Within the Study Group, all meeting attendees are permitted to vote, but you have to come to the meeting.  No officially-sanctioned voting occurs on conference calls.

Document server:

Access to the document server is also open to all.  Sign up for an account on the web site: http://www.802wirelessworld.com.  Once you’re in, click on “802.11 WLAN WG” on the left.  In the center window, choose to become a new member.  Once you join the group, click again on “802.11 WLAN WG”.  An additional subitem called “Documents” will be revealed.  Click on that, and you’ve reached the document server.

Significant concern expressed by group members regarding the restriction on participants in WPP-related reflector traffic being limited to 802.11 attendees. However, as anybody can sign up for the 802wirelessworld web site, so there is some flexibility.

A motion to address this issue was placed before the floor.

Motion 1:

Move to request the participants in this call to send a message to Charles Wright stating either: "I am a member of 802.11 and am on the 802.11 reflector"; or "I am a member of the WPP mailing list"; or both.

Moved by: Paul Canaan

Seconded by: Fanny Mlinarsky

Passed by acclamation

The issue of participation by groups outside 802.11 was raised. Steven Berger mentioned that other groups would like to participate as well. Concerns were expressed. Scott Blue mentioned that people were having to choose between various conflicting meetings to attend at 802.11, and this was being recognized as a problem. Charles replied that there is an extraordinary chair advisory meeting that he expects will deal with this type of problem.

Discussion on exactly what a PAR and 5 Criteria actually are. Charles mentioned scheduling constraints on submission deadlines, and said that it would be a lot easier if we get it done in May, rather than rushing to submit this to 802.11.

Question: when is the PAR going to be voted on at the 802.11 level? Charles replied that we could plan for the Friday of the May 802.11 plenary. There needs to be time before the Friday meeting to socialize the WPP work.

A tutorial will be held on Monday March 16th at 6.30 PM. We currently have 6-7 folks speaking at the tutorial, which will be announced as part of the 802.11 agenda. We have received official go-ahead for it. Bob Mandeville is moderating the event; agenda requests should be sent to him. Bob's e-mail is: bob@iometrix.com. We will have 8 hours during the March meeting for WPP SG meetings: 1 slot on Wednesday and 3 slots on Thursday. The session information is on the 802.11 web site.

A starter PAR and 5 Criteria have been prepared by Steve Berger and Charles Wright, and have been circulated. The most important paragraphs in the PAR are the scope and purpose paragraphs; sometimes these are voted on word by word. These two documents (when completed by the SG) are submitted to the 802.11 WG for approval.

Group started discussing the PAR. Unfortunately some participants had difficulties in receiving the documents. Discussion returned to slide 7 of the presentation. Charles mentioned that there was considerable discussion of the scope of WPP at the Vancouver meeting, and the slide was intended to cover various aspects of things that affect wireless performance.

Suggestion from the group that as there was not much time left, we should defer this discussion to next week and instead focus on some next steps for the next meeting. Scott noted that about 50% of slide 7 seems to overlap with the work of 802.19, and so we should be careful to ensure that we don't conflict with them. 802.19 is the wireless coexistence project that deals with coexistence between various standards. There was also mention that 802.15 had a coexistence project internally.

Khaled recommended that we set down definitions first, as there was considerable problem in 802.17 due to lack of common understanding of definitions. Mike noted that 802.19 work talking about modeling only.

A plan was suggested for the next meeting: go through slide 7 and discuss 3 blocks separately; 10 minutes devoted to each block plus 20 minutes free discussion. Paul suggested focusing on the system level, client/AP level, and transmission variables blocks as shown in the slide. Fanny noted that some people might be focusing on some areas more than others, so it would be interesting to get an idea of where various peoples' interest levels lay. Charles suggested that instead we should try to expand the items in each of these boxes

Question: Isn't the idea of the discussion to narrow down the scope? Ans: Yes, but we need to define the space before attempting to narrow it down.

Khaled requested more time in the next conference call for discussion. Charles noted that this might be possible but was difficult. Closing note that e-mail could be used to exchange ideas as well.

Call ended at 9 AM PST.

Next Conference Call:

Thursday, Feb 26th, 8.00 AM PST / 11.00 AM EST.

Action items:

1. Get the correct PAR and 5 Criteria sent out to everyone.

2. Get e-mails based on Motion 1 together and find out who's on the reflector and who's not.

3. Come prepared to discuss each of the boxes in slide 7 in detail. E-mail and reflector traffic encouraged.

Minutes
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