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Abstract

Minutes of the Wireless LAN Next Generation Standing Committee meetings held during the IEEE 802 Interim meeting in Fort Lauderdale, FL  from Jan 13 through 17, 2003.

Executive Summary:

1. Update reports were received from MMAC, WIG, IAG and ETSI-BRAN, WG18 

2. Primary group discussion on how to organize and progress Interworking  in conjunction with WIG activity.

a. Request to form liaisons with 3GPP & IETF reemphasized

3. Presentation on smart antennas was made 

Minutes of the IEEE 802.11 WNG SC,  Tuesday 14 Jan 2003,  13:00-15:00.

Chair: TK Tan

Vice Chair: Bruce Kraemer

Temporary Secretary appointed, Adrian Stephens (Intel)

Chair called meeting to order at 13:10.  80 members present at this time.

TK Tan presented his chair’s introduction in 03-034r0

027-81 Minutes from Kauai meeting (Nov ’02),  presented by Bruce Kraemer.

No comments on minutes.

Move to accept the minutes: chair.  Seconded: Garth Hillman. No discussion.

Motion passed by unanimous consent.

03-005r0. Liason from 3GPP2.  

Express willingness to look at WIG output and harmonise work between both organizations.  No comment from floor.

03-004r0 WIG baseline document & 03-006r0 WIG work update (Powerpoint format).  

Steve McCann (Siemens, Roke Park) walked through document.  Document available on the server.  This document is the initial output of the WIG, intended to be the point of coordination between MMAC, ETSI and IEEE re interworking.  No questions from the floor.

Chair: it is our responsibility to comment on this document for the review of WIG.

Chair: some companies expressed interest to elevate WIG to a level similar to a TG, to create a stronger push to create new standards.

Chair: PAR and 5C are available on the server for elevation of this SC to a TG.

Chair posed question: should this activity be a TG, or a recommended practice?

03-003r1. WIG draft 5 Criteria. Presented by Steve McCann.

Discussion:

Q: Mike Moreton: IEEE cannot standardize interworking of 802.11 LANs.  There is no chance this can become a standard.  Best hope is recommended practice. 

Q:??: How do other activities (e.g. 3GPP) relate to this?  A: we are standardizing on size of the interface (wireless LAN).  A: re 3GPP2 – WIG should be single point of contact to reply in a unified way to 3GPP2.  Q: concerned that we duplicate work of 3GPP.  A: agree – this work has been going on for 3 years and has been tracking SA2 ,  and we have sent liaisons.

Q: Dave Hytha (Silicon Wave): important to avoid polarization about who we talk with.  A: have sent out numerous liaisons to lots of organizations.
Vice chair:  what about status of our liaisons?   A: had to be approved by 3 bodies – delayed process until mid December.  Have heard from 3GPP2 (earlier letter).  3GPPSA2 (umbrella) will send a liaison.  GSMA wireless lan sub-group has also responded.  Wi-Fi, WISPR, IETF still pending.

Q: ??: does this still have to go through MMAC and ETSI for approval?  Chair: this is a TG under 802.11, but whatever this TG produces should be a joint effort endorsed by all 3 organisations.  Q: how will upcoming WIG2 meeting in Japan affect this?   Chair:  WIG2 is independent regardless of the outcome of this TG.  WIG2 will continue as a body to pull together joint discussions.  Q: Amer: is WIG2 organised by MMAC?  A: yes in Feb, Japan.   WIG3 in June/July this year by ETSI.

Q: vice chair: please state what you want to obtain from standing committee before WIG2 happens.  A: it would be good to know whether 802.11 will create a new TG first.

Q: Amer Hussain: do we have to take a position now on whether this activity results in a TG, study group?  Q: Andy Gowans:  does this have to be an 802.11 activity?  Chair: one can identify a chunk of work that sits under 802.11.  Tutorial and BOF session at last session may culminate in some kind of activity.  Important to get input from other 802 WG.

03-002r1.WIG draft  PAR. Presented by Steve McCann.

Q: Mike Moreton: IETF standardizes interworking between 802 LANs.  Shouldn’t we be getting them involved, and only get involved if they don’t pick it up?  A: we are specific to Wireless LANs.  Scope of IETF is bigger.  Have sent a liaison to IETF.

Q: all protocols are IETF protocols – so should have a strong interest.  A: want to re-use a lot of their protocols,  but need an activity to pull the protocols together.

Q: Adrian Stephens:  isn’t some of this outside the scope of 802.11 that stops at the top of the MAC interface.  A:  yes,  but TGi also do this.  Q: Mike Moreton:  TGi only recommend this,  and their scope is limited.  A: TGi do not stipulate any particular protocol.  Where this body sits is an important point.

Q: ??:  thinks this is out of scope.  If agnostic to air interface,  not clear how this fits in. Q: Garth Hillman: Stuart says:  “there is no rule that says 802.11 is limited to MAC and PHY”.

Q: Peter Ecclesine:  we are adding value by participating in this process, not is it about the details.   Q:  Farouk Bari: 3GPP have said that they view wireless LAN as a black box,  and their protocols are out of scope of 3GPP.  It seems like this activity is a new case for 802.11,  for example in instances where charging is applicable.

Q: Dave Hytha:  there is every reason for this group to be involved in protecting the integrity of the engineering of different solutions and 802.11.  Don’t want to hand this over to another group and loose this integrity.

Q: Peter Ecclesine: lots of other groups tackle lots of other layers.  We evolve and do what we can do.  Not worried about protecting the existing standard.  Need ease of use,  VPN, DNS servers.

Chair: we’ve had lots of good discussion.  Should this be a standard or recommended practice?  Should this be done in .11 or higher?

Chair:  there’s a mixed response.  Therefore continue to think about these issues.  Recommend that this be re-visited in tomorrow’s section.  Want Steve McCann to put down concrete next steps for consideration and defer any further discussion until then.

03-025r0.  Presented by John Reginer (Tantivy Communications).  Benefit of smart antennas in 802.11 networks.

Q: results collected for multiple BSSs?  A: no, single AP & client.

Q: Andrew Myles: what would effect of different (hidden) STAs on throughput?  A:  STA may appear in the shadow.  Q: what about STA not hearing each other using DCF? A: if smart antennas on the STA, hidden node problem reduces because STA “point in” towards center of BSS.

(Applause).

Chair: recess.  Reconvene tomorrow 1:00pm.

Wednesday, January 15, 2003  Minutes

Seesion 1-3pm

Chair: TK Tan

Vice Chair: Bruce Kraemer

Temporary Secretary Bruce Kraemer

Chair called meeting to order at 13:10.  50 members present at this time.

ETSI BRAN 31 Update

Presented by Steve McCann, Siemens (doc 11-03-042r0) 

Presented status from ETSI BRAN meeting held 10-13 Dec, ’02.

MMAC update

Presented by Takashi Aramaki, Panasonic

ARIB has published two new WLAN standard documents: 

ARIB STD-T70 covers HiSWANa version 2

ARIB STD-T83 covers HiSWANa version 1. This is an upcoverted version that operates in the 25-27 GHz bands. In the future, version 2 will define a method for channel bundling that will allow up to 6 channels to be combined and over the air rates of up to 324 Mbps.

Other high rate standard activities are on hold for now.

Review of IAG activities since Monterey meeting in November. 

Presented by Amer Hassan, Microsoft

Looking for agenda topics for next meeting. Discussed preferred meeting location and dates for next face to face. Straw  pool of attendees indicated first choice was in conjunction with Dallas (March) meeting of IEEE 802 and second choice was in conjunction with Munich (March) meeting of WiFi alliance. No interest in independent meeting venue.

WG18 – Radio regulatory overview.

Presented by Denis Kuwahara, Boeing

Gave an overview of activities within WG18 (doc18-03-004r0). Indicated that the Boxer-Allen bill is being released in US to request allocation of 255  MHz between 5.47 and 5.725 GHz. FCC released notice of intent to provide additional unlicensed spectrum with initial targets being broadcast band at 900 MHz and second band around 3.5 GHz.

Interworking

Steve McCann, Siemens

Continued discussions of WIG (doc 11-03-098r1). Steve reminded everyone there is an extant reflector at wig@list.etsi.fr
There were several questions raised about WIG: 

Q: Of the 7 liaison letters sent out what responses have been received? 

A: Formally received accetance from 3GPP SA.

Q: What if 802.11 just lets 3GPP do all the work?

A:  Would not guarantee acceptable interface for 802.11 devices.

Q: Should IEEE 802.11 create direct liaison relationship with 3GPP and 3GPP2 TSGC?

A: Liaison letters will be written for WG chair to send out shortly.

Straw pools taken:

Continue to review WIG activities in WNG

Yes: 36    No:0   Abstain:   6

Begin work to create a task group:

 Yes: 1    No 3   Abstain:   26

Transfer the work to some other organization:

 Yes: 0    No 27   Abstain:   12

Conclusion

At the end of this discussion TK indicated work items for this session had been completed.

Call for any additional discussion topics. None suggested.

Motion to adjourn made by Mike Moreton, Second by Larry Arnett

Yes 48, No 0
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